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On October 30, 1980, the writer, accompanied by John M. Andrews, 
Jr., Environmental Scientist, USGS, and Art Degonhaft, Metallurgic 
Supervisor, Sohio Western examined the captioned uranium milling 
facilities.—The-purpeae-o#-thls examination was to ebserve-tha 
procedures used to weigh, sample, and assay the uranium ore 
delivered to the mill from the Anaconda Copper Company's 
Jackplle-Paguate Mine, located on the Laguna Indian Reservation. 
The tonnages and grades determined at the mill are used to 
calculate the royalties due the Pueblo of Laguna. 

Anaconda conducts both open-pit and underground mining at the 
Jackplle-Paguate Mine. The ore from these operations is placed 
in mine stockpiles according to grade (percent U3O8) as determined 
by scanners (scintillometers) at the mine. The ore was then 
transferred from these mine stockpiles into highway haulage trucks 
for shipment to the Sohio Western Mill. Anaconda no longer has 
their ore toll-milled by Sohio Western. 

Upon arrival at the mill, each highway haulage truck is weighed, 
both loaded and empty, on the mill's truck scales to determine 
the wet weight of ore contained. Each highway haulage truck holds 
between 25 and 30 tons of ore. The trucks then dump the ore Into 
stockpiles on the ore storage pad. Each stockpile Is designated 
a lot and given a separate lot number. These lots contain approximately 
3,000 tons of ore. The mill truck scales are tested once a year by 
the New Mexico State Department of Agriculture. 

The moisture content of all ore is determined at the mill laboratory 
by Sohio personnel using standard analytical techniques. Upon 
arrival at the mill, a five-pound grab sample is taken from every 
other truck, and placed into sealed buckets. These buckets are 
taken to the laboratory where a one kilogram cut is placed in an 
oven and heated for 24 hours to drive off the moisture. The cut 
is then weighed to determine the dry weight, and then compared to 
the wet weight to determine the moisture content. To determine 
the moisture content of the ore trucked In, the welg|hted average 
moisture content.of the ore sampled (by company) is taken for each 
day. This average is then applied to the ore which was trucked in 
that day by each company from each property. 
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